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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 
Application of California-American Water 
Company (U 210 W) to Decrease Revenues for 
Water Service in its Coronado District By 
($73,100) or (0.46%) in 2008 and Increase 
Revenues by $266,200 or 1.67% in 2009 and 
$260,900 or 1.61% in 2010.   
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(Filed January 22, 2007) 
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(Filed January 22, 2007) 

 
SCOPING MEMO AND RULING  

OF ASSIGNED COMMISSIONER AND ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE 
 
1. Summary 

This scoping memo identifies the issues to be considered in this 

proceeding, sets a procedural schedule, consolidates the four general rate case 

(GRC) applications, and determines the category of the proceeding and the need 

for hearings pursuant to Rule 7.3 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and 

F I L E D 
04-11-07
04:03 PM



A.07-01-036 et al.  JB2/LRR/hl2 

 2  

Procedure.1  California American Water Company (Cal Am) is a Class A water 

utility whose filings are governed by Decision (D.) 04-06-018.   

2. Procedural Background 
Cal Am filed four GRC applications on January 22, 2007, seeking authority 

to increase and/or decrease water rates by varying amounts in its Coronado, 

Larkfield, Sacramento, and Village districts.   

A prehearing conference was noticed and held on Friday, March 23, 2007, 

in Commission Courtroom, State Office Building, 505 Van Ness Avenue, San 

Francisco, California 94102.  During the PHC, the Administrative Law Judge 

(ALJ) proposed a proceeding schedule and directed the parties to schedule at 

least two meet and confers prior to the date of the settlement discussions 

specified in the Rate Case Plan (RCP).  The ALJ also directed parties to prepare a 

comparison document and deliver it to the ALJ prior to the start of evidentiary 

hearings on June 2, 2007.  We have included dates for these two items in the 

proceeding schedule adopted and set forth below.  The ALJ also consolidated the 

four proceedings at the PHC and we confirm that ruling here.   

On March 30, 2007, the Mark West Area Community Services Committee 

(Mark West) filed a Motion to Accept Late Testimony, citing Cal Am’s lack of 

response to its data requests.  More specifically, Mark West states that Cal Am 

refuses to provide some of the information sought on the basis that it contains 

proprietary information. 

                                              
1  All subsequent references to “Rules” or “Rule” are to the Commission’s Rules of 
Practice and Procedure.  The full text of the Commission’s Rules are available on the 
Commission’s website at: www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/RULES_PRAC_PROC/ 
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The ALJ treated the Mark West filing as a Motion to Compel Discovery 

and directed the parties to meet and confer in an attempt to resolve the situation.  

On April 9, 2007, Cal Am reported that the information sought by Mark West 

was provided without the need for a confidentiality agreement, thus rendering 

the motion moot. 

3. Assigned Commissioner; Presiding Officer 
John A. Bohn is the Assigned Commissioner.  Pursuant to Public Utilities 

Code Section 1701.3, ALJ Linda A. Rochester is designated as the presiding 

officer.   

4. Categorizing and Need for Hearings 
This scoping memo confirms the Commission’s preliminary categorization 

of this proceeding as ratesetting.  This ruling, only as to categorization, is 

appealable under the provisions of Rule 7.6 of the Commission’s Rules.  This 

ruling confirms that evidentiary hearings are necessary as factual issues are in 

dispute.   

5. Ex Parte Communications 
Since this proceeding is categorized as ratesetting, ex parte 

communications with the Assigned Commissioner, other Commissioners, their 

advisors, and the ALJ are only permitted as described at Public Utilities Code 

Section 1701.3(c) and Rules 8.2, 8.3 and 8.5.   

6. Scope of the Proceeding 
The issues for a GRC are very broad, encompassing a comprehensive 

review of all aspects of the company’s operations, including utility plant, capital 

structure, capital budget, customer service, rates and service quality.  The 

appropriateness of including the consolidation of the Larkfield and Sacramento 

districts and the conservation rate design in this proceeding was the subject of 
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PHC discussions.  We see no harm in allowing the issues to be addressed by the 

parties and in fact believe it serves the public interest to include both issues 

within the scope of this proceeding.   

As to the consolidation of the Lark field and Sacramento districts, 

Applicant will be required to identify who is benefiting from the resulting 

subsidy, the purpose of that subsidy and the rate distortion caused by the 

subsidy.  The conservation rate design issue will be addressed in this proceeding 

consistent with any final determination in Investigation 07-01-022.   

7. Schedule 
The schedule for this proceeding is as follows: 

April 17 – May 23, 2007 Parties to schedule at least 2 meet and confers 
  

May 4, 2007 Direct testimony and exhibits served 
  

May 21, 2007 CalAm and others serve rebuttal testimony 
  

May 25, 2007 Settlement negotiations begin 
  

June 1, 2007 Comparison document to ALJ 
  

June 4 to June 8, 2007 Evidentiary hearings at 9:30 A.M., in the 
Commission Courtroom, State Office Building, 505 
Van Ness Avenue, San Francisco 

  

June 28, 2007 Opening Briefs filed 
  

July 3, 2007 Reply Briefs filed 
  

September 24, 2007 Proposed Decision Filed 
  

October 15, 2007 Comments on Proposed Decision (due 20 days after 
Proposed Decision filed) 

  

October 22, 2007 Reply Comments on Proposed Decision (five days 
following Comments) 

  

November 1, 2007 Commission meeting to consider Proposed Decision 
 

8. Discovery 
Discovery will be conducted according to Article 11 of the Rules.  If the 

parties have discovery disputes they are unable to resolve by meeting and 



A.07-01-036 et al.  JB2/LRR/hl2 

 5  

conferring, they shall raise these disputes under the Commission’s Law and 

Motion procedure.  (See Rule 11.3.) 

9. Final Oral Argument Before the Commission 
Any party wishing to exercise the right under Rule 13.13 to make a final 

oral argument before the Commission must file a written request and serve it on 

all parties, the assigned Commissioner and assigned ALJ in their Opening Brief.   

10. Filing, Service and Service List 
In this proceeding, there are several different types of documents 

participants may prepare.  Each type of document carries with it different 

obligations with respect to filing and service.  

Parties must file certain documents as required by the Rules or in response 

to rulings by either the assigned Commissioner or the ALJ.  All formally filed 

documents must be filed with the Commission’s Docket Office and served on the 

service list for the proceeding.  Article 1 of the Rules contains all of the 

Commission’s filing requirements.  Resolution ALJ-188 sets forth the interim 

rules for electronic filing, which replaces only the filing requirements, not the 

service requirements.  Parties are encouraged to file electronically whenever 

possible as it speeds processing of the filings and allows them to be posted on the 

Commission’s website.  More information about electronic filing is available at 

http://www.cpus.ca.gov/efile/static.htm.   

Other documents, including prepared testimony, are served on the service 

list but not filed with the Docket Office.  We will follow the electronic service 

protocols adopted by the Commission in Rule 1.10 of the Commission’s Rules of 

Practice and Procedure for all documents, whether formally filed or just served.  

This Rule provides for electronic service of documents, in a searchable format, 

unless the appearance or state service list member did not provide an e-mail 
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address.  If no e-mail address was provided, service should be made by United 

States mail.  In this proceeding, I require concurrent email service to ALL persons 

on the service list for whom an e-mail address is available, including those listed 

under “Information Only.”  Parties are expected to provide paper copies of 

served documents upon request.   

E-mail communication about this case should include, at a minimum, the 

following information on the subject line of the e-mail:  A.07-01-036 – Cal Am 

GRC.  In addition, the party sending the e-mail should briefly describe the 

attached communication; for example, Brief.  Paper format copies, in addition to 

electronic copies, shall be served on the assigned Commissioner and the ALJ. 

The official service list for this proceeding is available on the Commission’s 

web page.  Parties should confirm that their information on the service list is 

correct, and serve notice of any errors on the Commission’s Process office, the 

service list, and the ALJ.  Prior to serving any document, each party must ensure 

that it is using the most up-to-date service list.  The list on the Commission’s web 

site meets that definition.  

11. Public Advisor 
Any person interested in participating in this proceeding who is 

unfamiliar with the Commission’s procedures or who has questions about the 

electronic filing procedures should contact the Commission’s Public Advisor at 

(866) 849-8390 or (415) 703-2074, or (866) 836-7825 (TTY-toll free), or send an  

e-mail to public.advisor@cpuc.ca.gov. 

12. Intervenor Compensation 
Pursuant to Section 1804(a)(1), a customer who intends to seek an award of 

compensation must file an intent to claim compensation and serve it on all 

parties within 30 days of the prehearing conference.   
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Therefore, IT IS RULED that: 

1. This proceeding is categorized as ratesetting. 

2. Evidentiary hearings are necessary and will be held in San Francisco. 

3. The timetable for the proceeding is as set forth herein. 

4. The Commission’s Rules governing ex parte communications apply to this 

proceeding. 

5. The Mark West Area Community Services Committee’s Motion to Compel 

Discovery is moot as Cal Am has provided the discovery requested. 

6. The issues to be considered are those described in this ruling. 

7. Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) Linda Rochester is designated as the 

presiding officer. 

8. Any party wishing to make a final oral argument before the Commission 

must file a written request and serve it on all parties, the assigned Commissioner 

and assigned ALJ in their Opening Brief. 

Dated April 11, 2007, at San Francisco, California. 

 
 

/s/  JOHN A. BOHN  /s/  LINDA A. ROCHESTER 
John A. Bohn 

Assigned Commissioner 
 Linda A. Rochester 

Administrative Law Judge 
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INFORMATION REGARDING SERVICE 

 
I have provided notification of filing to the electronic mail addresses on the 

attached service list. 

Upon confirmation of this document’s acceptance for filing, I will cause a 

Notice of Availability of the filed document to be served upon the service list to 

this proceeding by U.S. mail.  The service list I will use to serve the Notice of 

Availability of the filed document is current as of today’s date. 

Dated April 11, 2007, at San Francisco, California. 

 
 
 

/s/  ELIZABETH LEWIS 
Elizabeth Lewis 
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